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TECH BULLETIN

Switching from Active to Passive Suspension 
with FCS Conversion Kits – A Cost-Effective Solution
When it comes to replacing or upgrading your vehicle’s shock 
absorbers, understanding the different shock designs is 
crucial.

Whether you’re after smoother highway comfort, improved 
off-road control, or better handling under load, the choice 
between monotube, twin-tube, and hydraulic shocks can 
significantly impact your vehicle’s performance and ride 
quality.

Here’s a breakdown of each type, how they work, and which is 
best for your needs.

Key Benefits of Converting to Passive Suspension

Challenges and Considerations
Before making the switch, here are a few things to keep in mind:

•	 Loss of Adaptive Features – Active suspension adjusts in real-
time to road conditions, whereas passive suspensions have fixed 
damping settings. Some high-end luxury vehicles may experience 
a slight change in ride dynamics.

•	 Compatibility – FCS designs conversion kits for specific vehicle 
models to ensure proper fitment. Always verify your vehicle’s 
compatibility before purchasing. To find the right kit for your 
vehicle, visit: FCSAutoParts.com.

•	 Driving Preferences – Drivers accustomed to highly responsive 
active suspensions may notice a different feel with a passive 
system.

Which Vehicles Benefit the Most?
Vehicles with aging or failing active suspension systems are ideal 
candidates for conversion. Some of the most common applications 
include:

•	 Luxury SUVs and Crossovers – Models like the Cadillac Escalade, 
Chevrolet Tahoe, and GMC Yukon, where active suspension 
repairs can be costly.

•	 Older Performance Vehicles – Sports sedans and coupes with 
worn-out adaptive dampers that owners wish to replace with a 
more reliable and cost-effective solution.

Why Choose FCS?
Switching from active to passive suspension with FCS conversion kits 
provides vehicle owners with an affordable, dependable alternative. 
Our premium-quality kits maintain a smooth, comfortable ride 
while eliminating the high costs associated with active suspension 
maintenance.

In addition to conversion kits, FCS also offers a full range of 
components to support both active and passive suspension systems. 
Whether you’re looking to maintain your active suspension or switch 
to a passive setup, FCS has the right solution to keep your vehicle 
performing at its best.

1. Significant Cost Savings
One of the primary advantages of switching 
to passive suspension is the significant 
reduction in repair and maintenance costs. 
Active suspension components—such as air 
struts and adaptive dampers—are expensive 
to replace. A passive system eliminates these 
costly parts, offering an average long-term 
savings of up to 65% without compromising 
ride quality.

2. Reliable Ride Quality and Handling
While active suspensions offer advanced 
handling, a well-engineered passive 
system—such as those in FCS’s conversion 
kits—delivers a smooth, stable ride. These 
kits are designed with optimized damping 
characteristics, ensuring a balance between 
comfort and vehicle control.

3. Easy Installation
FCS’ conversion kits are designed for a direct 
fit, eliminating the need for modifications. 
With all necessary components included, the 
installation process is straightforward, making 
it accessible for both DIY enthusiasts and 
professional mechanics.


