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TECH BULLETIN

 
6 Key Warning Signs 
Your Vehicle’s Air 
Suspension Is Failing
Air suspension delivers a smooth, adjustable ride, but its 
components wear out over time. The air springs, compressor, 
valves, and height sensors all have a limited lifespan, and 
catching the early symptoms can save you from a costly 
cascade of failures. A leaking air bag, for example, will 
overwork the compressor until it burns out too.

Here’s what to watch for:

1. Sagging, Especially Overnight
The most telling sign is a vehicle that sits lower on one corner or 
one end after being parked overnight. Healthy air springs hold 
pressure indefinitely, while a slow leak lets the car settle within 
hours. If your vehicle looks like it’s kneeling in the morning but 
levels out after you start it, a leak is forcing the compressor to 
re-inflate the system every time you drive.

2. The Compressor Runs Constantly or Loudly
A brief hum from the compressor at startup is normal. A 
compressor that cycles on repeatedly while driving, runs for long 
stretches, or has grown noticeably louder is either fighting a leak 
somewhere in the system or nearing the end of its life. Grinding 
or clicking noises from the compressor area are a strong signal 
that its motor or dryer assembly is failing.

3. A Harsh or Bouncy Ride
When air springs lose pressure or an internal bladder degrades, 
the suspension can’t absorb impacts the way it should. If the 
ride suddenly feels stiff over small bumps, floaty on the highway, 
or the vehicle bounces more than once after hitting a pothole, 
the springs or the electronically controlled dampers that often 
pair with them may be failing.

4. Uneven Stance or Leaning
A vehicle that leans to one side while parked on level ground 
usually has a failing air spring or a faulty height sensor on that 
corner. Height sensor problems can also cause the opposite 
issue: a system that constantly hunts, raising and lowering itself 
for no apparent reason.

5. Warning Lights and Height Errors
Most air suspension systems monitor themselves. A suspension 
warning light, a “vehicle too low” message, or an inability 
to change ride height modes means the control module 
has detected a fault, often a pressure loss it can no longer 
compensate for. Don’t ignore these messages, because many 
systems will lock into a fail-safe mode that limits speed or 
disables height adjustment.

6. Nose Diving and Squatting
Excessive front-end dive under braking or rear squat under 
acceleration points to springs that can no longer maintain proper 
pressure and support. This is more than a comfort issue: it 
lengthens braking distances and unsettles handling.

What to Do...
Air suspension faults rarely fix themselves and delaying repairs 
typically compound the damage. A shop can pinpoint leaks with 
soapy water or an electronic pressure test and read fault codes 
from the suspension module. Replacing worn air springs early 
is far cheaper than replacing the springs, compressor, and valve 
block together after the whole system has been strained.


